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mony for “Empowermg Local Law Enforcement to’ Combat Illegal
Hearmg, Gastonm, N C., August 2‘-': 2006.

Written Testi
. ‘.Immlgration

‘ '"Attorney for Gaston County, which is isa
..Attp’rney, I supervlse: the ofﬁce that s

e;porisﬂ:lc fori prosccutmg ‘alllthc cnmma harge
nv1tat10n to addr' sé this Subcommﬁtee about | cal Jay

osccutors Illcgal mumgratlon :u'st
r major d1fferencc bemg the. fact that
mg: Hy b ng h e. o
What are some of. the 1ssuesﬂ ioblms 1llegal mnmgrants charge:d w1th cnmmal e
~ :offenses cause he court system" One are. is identity. Is the person ¢ arrested who he sa1d L
tpr : and .”u'th dates it is-hard toknow a defendant’s true

d.entlty J alls are not.bi nough;to old all immigrants: arrested without valid |
dentmcatmn |Then‘thcr - are nurncrous cases. whére‘an arrestee uses another person s
: > riarrest issiied for the failure to appear

g the true offender, since the State
;" : 1dent1ty issue is. the fact that many .
”fh ated names that make it difficultto.
cnmmal recerd A ﬁnal 1dant1ty issue . -

egal 1mm1grants )
state is for the. sam defcndant charged m tlus state

'{ff‘the drugs *they do not 1dent1fy the drug Supp 1S 10P

' 5.t p harm' thelr famxly ernbers back in then' home country
o ) : : ligrants have impacted econotnically on the court .
B ‘systam ‘Increased nutmbers of egals in jail o overcrowding. Large numbers of .
' nts rrested for criminal offenses, walify as indigent and receive attomeys: pald for -
f tramslators for court. Several years ago the North -
Courts 1mposed hiring freeze of up to four months ' °
was: told latcr a large posmon of the lapsed salaries '

budgetedfor th' mcrcascd demand Se If j that i pcrmd Dlstnct Attomey Ofﬂces
K not hire, p secutors so the court system ol ‘,pay for translators, for' cnmmal

y defen dants who could not speak Englist
Another sueisa psycholog:lca ssue,‘ partmularly when dealing w1th drunk
1 drunk dnvmg;deaths could be:avoided if therc was no alcohol S
hé driver. Wher an Amencan ‘born.drank driver kills-someone in 2 crash,

, s the could have been avo ":dgdﬁ,: Ibelieve the public has greater outrage’. '
‘ hen an 1]leg mm1g,1'ant drunk dnver kills, because people believe the death would-have © .
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s ,The ﬁnal 8SUE IS’ the; pro le il

::cn ; nals 'who know the 111ega1 1m1m grant 'W1ll ot report the crime to the pohoe If a
- ; ' egsl the 1mm1grant snnply will niot .
sec f nove away, or'do not appear in court. “All of
. inals to & frée and waste valuable court resources. Most of thls
an be traced toa fear of d ortatron and a cultural distrust of police.
ome ' c w enforcement face. ‘when dealing with: 1llegal
-1tt1ng crtmes The letter sent to me mv1tmg me to testlfy hore,isald this- "
plore how the Federal government can partner with local enforcement in -~
of crir fis, Spe ;lloally through the: apphca ion of 287 (g) Al

ainly would help local law enforcementto
ne who was an'rll al 1mrn1grj I [o be able to start the process of .
_.dep . It 'uld be:a gl:eat .he to. “jcal law ehforcement to be able togeta known '
“ ,1mm1grant.onm1na1out of the confmunity 'w1tho' having fo wa1t for an over-worked ICE o
B : I : 8 the'fFederal overoment does not make the 287(3)

enc1es may seo' -o havo ther ofﬁcers "tramed North Carolma needs ao '

4.‘..111ege.l mmugrants found in North Caro : "

EELE ir 'tely ther needs 1 be more. done As I have thought about’ thls igsue th1s E L
3 meart thts ‘with ne disrespect, that the Federal
: 1llegal: uomrgretmn is a Federal Government problem -'jj{‘
' 'problem 287 (g) authonty for locel law . P

off oers 1s a means to allow loc
Vhy is 87(g) authonty rreec:'led‘> Beoause the Federal

1 'ICE ‘agents to. do the job. I talked with a local: ot

ations th our local ICE sgents, but stated he felt, N

hem to work on a cise becase it v
on'the- 1,0' other cases they were We 'kmg on at the tune between here snd

v enforcement the authonty to 1oad L
‘ 'ederal Government problem thst S

egal ahens to tho border then'thi
ederal Government solution. - What is th  Federal Government’s

i olicy?. 1suggest: that illegal aliens can be divided into five g;roups as they
‘relate to the criminal- ]ustlce system ,oup One are the. 111ega1 unmrgrants who commit -
rious felomes under state law. Fe .l agents'- hzwe been oooperstrve in trying to get these
,1llegels deporte Group Two are the 1llogals ho commrt crimes (rnostly Driving Whrle
: ;rImpatred) ‘that the Federal agents have not made deportable offense because of lack of
' resources; that the State wants depoted: The i be deported and they need to be .
deported.. Group Three are illegals who, commit. a minor infraction of the Taw (traffic -
offenses) and come ‘to attention of law enforooment Gl'oup' Four would be: 1llegals who{' S
' have been tho vietim ofa crime ‘and'oomo'tothe attontron of law enforeement Group F1ve '

ehforoement |Ba
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ederal law for b,, ng in th1s country 1]lega11y - But the Federal Govemme:nt

ho to deport based onh what state law violation has been committed. The push is
{ 0 r Driving While Impaired cases as
§ not decided that the act of being
er: ] ng to communicate as its policy. to the
ing in dealing wit gal immigrants in each of the above
able if found by focal law enforcement officets with

-nkes me as strangc that we are discussing equipping, local law
! to hel : 'po ation process and- dlscussmg how to make
‘Driving while pan‘ed offenses cportab , agif deportatlon was some- g;reat cure for' the
" . problem.’ The G j;vernment goes through all the expehsc and work to'send an, 1llega1 back
;o oz-fthmr home 'country, Just 10 have the illegal came back. into the United States in a matter
will : /e sértous prison sentences to: 111cgals who o

: c Federal Govermncnt comnut thc i

R MlchaelK Tands

o T District Attomey

A "1l Gaston County

S R 7. '325N. Marietta Street:
S (Gastonia, N.C. 28052
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Mlchael 'K. Lands
Dlstr ct Attorney

.prosccute all fecn ma ,.offenses charged in Gaston County N
: Personally prosecuted cnmmal cases in Superior- a:nd D1stncl Courts;.? S

g 1984- 1990 |

o Educatmn ' :

Personal , . '

gk Member. Stecnng Comrmtte' ;
S0y Member - Gaston’County Dome e 'leence Preventlon Councﬂ

: Membéf Péu*k wood Bf. '. 't.lst Church



